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WWII Ends. The USA entered WWII as a great nation among many and emerged as
the dominant nation on the globe.

Two threats remain

Communism




Post War America
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Post War America

McClellan Committee

Robert F. Kennedy - Committee Counsel
James R. Hoffa - Witness

CONTEXT - TIMING

with Cuba
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Whoever being engaged in the business of betting
or wagering

Whoever being engaged in the business of betting
or wagering knowingly uses a wire communication
facility for the transmission in interstate or foreign
commerce




Whoever being engaged in the business of betting
or wageringhknowingly uses a wire communication
facility for the transmission in interstate or foreign
commerce of bets or wagers or information assisting
in the placing of bets or wagers on any sporting event
or contest

Whoever being engaged in the business of betting
or wageringhknowingly uses a wire communication
facility for the transmission in interstate or foreign
commerce of bets or wagers or information assisting

in the placing of bets or wagers on any sporting event
or contest  for the transmission of a wire
communication which entitles the recipient to receive
money or credit as a result of bets or wagers

Whoever being engaged in the business of betting
or wagering knowingly uses a wire communication
facility for the transmission in interstate or foreign
commerce of bets or wagers or information assisting
in the placing of bets or wagers on any sporting event
or contest  for the transmission of a wire
communication which entitles the recipient to receive
money or credit as a result of bets or wagers  for
information assisting in the placing of bets or wagers

2/23/2025




Whoever being engaged in the business of betting
or wageringhknowingly uses a wire communication
facility for the transmission in interstate or foreign

commerce of bets or wagers or information assisting
in the placing of bets or wagers on any sporting event
or contest  for the transmission of a wire
communication which entitles the recipient to receive
money or credit as a result of bets or wagers  for
information assisting in the placing of bets or wagers

“BUSINESS OF BETTING OR WAGERING?

Whoever bein; engaged
in the business of betting
or wagering knowingly uses a
wire communication facility for
the transmission in interstate or
foreign commerce of bets or
wagers or information assisting in
the placing of bets or wagers on
any sporting event or contest

for the transmission of a wire
communication which entitles
the recipient to receive money or
credit as a result of bets or
wagers  for information
assisting in the placing of bets or
wagers

“being engaged in the
business of betting or wagering” requires the sale of a product or service
for a fee involving third parties, i.e., customers and clients, or the

s an integral part of such business.” The
defendant need not be exclusively engaged in such business. If he is an
agent or employee of the business he need not share in the profits or
losses of the business or receive compensation for his services, but “the
function he performs must provide a regular and essential contribution to
the (overall operation of) that business
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Attorney General's letter to the
branches of the Congress, dated April 6, 1961

aid in the suppression of organized
gambling activities by prohibiting the use of wire communication facilities which are or will be
used for the transmission of certain gambling information in interstate commerce

made it abundantly clear that the evil under attack is
illegal gambling, and that the legislative purpose is to assist the States in the enforcement of their
laws
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merely provided information

* Viewed in the Ii%ht most favorable to the government, the evidence showed that

appellant furnished line information to Mezo on a regular basis; that Mezo relied on

this information; that some sort of financial arrangement existed between appellant
and Mezo; that appellant was fully aware of Mezo's bookmaking operation; and that
accurate and up-to-date line information is of critical importance to any bookmaking
operation.
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hat other forms of information do you think are critical for
book operations that would be “information that assists in
placing a wager?”

Whoever being engaged in the business of betting
or Wagerin%qknowmgly uses a wire communication
the transmission in interstate or foreign

facility for
commerce of bets or wagers or information assisting
in the placing of bets or wagers On any sporting
event or contest  for the transmission of a wire
communication which entitles the recipient to receive
money or credit as a result of bets or wagers  for
information assisting in the placing of bets or wagers
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Cardholder Merchant

The customer The store/seller
fvendor

&

Independent Sales
Organizations (I1SOs) & Membership
Service Providers (MSPs)

Third-party entities to which payment
processing is outsourced

Merchant Bank Payment Processor

The acquiringbank  The company processing
the card payment

Issuing
Bank Associations

Credit card issuer Credit card networks
cardholder bank  (Visa, Mastercard, Amex, Discover)
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* As the plain language of the statute and case law interpreting the statute are clear, there is no need
to look to the legislative history of the Act as argued by plaintiffs

Comparing the face
of the Wire Act and the hlstory surroundlng its enactment with the recently proposed legislation, it
becomes more certain that the Wire Act's prohibition of gambling activities is restricted to the types
of events enumerated in the statute, sporting events or contests.
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